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more important matters. On occasion his passion
would amount to an idee fixe; and the public's
inability to foresee what cause would next excite
his enthusiasm engendered apprehension among
his fiiends, rage among his opponents, and in-
stability in the body politic. For his passions,
though easily kindled, were with difficulty stifled.
Only an immense output of energy could calm a
nature as tenacious as it was erratic* Cynics and
opponents might argue that these volte-face were
due to a search for power. But Gladstone never
feared to make himself unpopular, as he was to
show in 1855, and it is remarkable that his spon-
soring of University reform did not lose him his
seat for Oxford in 1857*
The Aberdeen Government fell on a motion by
Roebuck^ demanding the setting up of a com-
mission to enquire into the conduct of the
Crimean War. After another political crisis,
more French than English in character, Lord
Palmerston became for the first time Prime
Minister " to get on with the war." The Peelites,
led by Gladstone and without Aberdeen, con-
seated to serve in the Ministry. But they did not
serve long; for Palmerston consented to the
appointment of the Roebuck Committee to sit in
judgment on his late colleagues, a step Gladstone
thought indecent and unprecedented. But there
was more behind it than this, lie was by
now skk of the war, and not convinced that
Palmerston would stop it as quickly as possible.